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Big FAFSA Changes • Instant Studentaid.gov account 
verification 

• Improved contributor invite flow 

• Foreign income reporting 

• Small business exemption reinstated 

• Students with an SAI of 14790 and 

above are no longer Pell eligible 

• No Pell for a full scholarship student 

• Low Earnings Indicator 

New Lower Earnings Indicator on the FAFSA® form | 
Knowledge Center 

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-12-03/new-lower-earnings-indicator-fafsar-form
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-12-03/new-lower-earnings-indicator-fafsar-form
https://Studentaid.gov
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How to Get 
Started 
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Student Documents: 

Student Social Security Card 

Current Balances of Bank 

Accounts, and Investments 
Email Address of each Contributor 

Tax Returns 

$________ 
Available Balance 

Email 

XXX-XX-**** 
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Who is a 
“Contributor?” 

A “contributor” is anyone who must include personal and financial 
information on the FAFSA. 

Each contributor must create their own StudentAid.gov Account(FSA ID) and 
consent to share their tax information on the form. 

Who counts as a parent on the FAFSA form? | Federal Student Aid 

https://studentaid.gov/fafsa-apply/parents
https://StudentAid.gov
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Which Parent or Parents 
are Contributors? 

Married (not 
separated) and filed 
taxes jointly, only 
one parent is 
required to be a 
contributor. 

Married (not 
separated) and 
didn’t file taxes 

jointly, both of your 
parents are 
contributors. 

Not married to each 
other and live 

together, both of 
your parents are 

contributors. 

If the student’s parent(s) are… 
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Which Parent or Parents 
are Contributors? 

If the contributing parent is now married and did not file taxes jointly with their 
current spouse, their spouse is also a contributor. 

If the student’s parent(s) are… 

Divorced, separated, or never 
married; don’t live together; and 
provided an exact equal amount 

of financial support or if they 
don’t support you financially, the 

parent with the greater income 
and assets is the contributor. 

Divorced, separated, or never 
married, and don’t live together, 
the parent who provided more 
financial support during the last 
12 months is the contributor. 



NYS FAFSA Ready Training – Introduction to FAFSA | 9 

• Everyone needs their own 

StudentAid.gov Account 

• Typical account creation takes 15 

minutes or less. 

Account Creation: 
Student and Contributors 

https://StudentAid.gov
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Additional Guidance 

Contributor Account 
Creation: Without SSN 

• Identity verified through the 
TransUnion Knowledge-Based Identity 
Verification process 

• The manual verification process has 
been paused until further notice. 

• Contributors without an SSN should 
not send in any documentation until 
further notice. 

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-07-30/update-identity-validation-flexibilities-individuals-without-social-security-numbers-and-key-remaining-scope-2024-25-fafsa-cycle
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2024-07-30/update-identity-validation-flexibilities-individuals-without-social-security-numbers-and-key-remaining-scope-2024-25-fafsa-cycle
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Completing 
the FAFSA 
(Student Portion) 
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• Students can start or edit an 

existing application after 
logging in at StudentAid.gov 

• Full walkthrough available: 

2026-27 FAFSA Prototype 

Starting the 
Application 

https://mwlxes.axshare.com/?id=i42fu5&p=fafsa_preview_landing&c=1&code=c3f8e25207ff24f13973732f855c68f8
https://mwlxes.axshare.com/?id=i42fu5&p=fafsa_preview_landing&c=1&code=c3f8e25207ff24f13973732f855c68f8
https://mwlxes.axshare.com/?id=i42fu5&p=fafsa_preview_landing&c=1&code=c3f8e25207ff24f13973732f855c68f8
https://StudentAid.gov
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• This page will be 

prepopulated with the 
information used to create 

the StudentAid.gov account. 

• Students will need to enter 

their permanent mailing 
address. 

Identifying 
Information 

https://StudentAid.gov
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• Students will need to input the 

correct state of legal residence. 

• If the student was born and raised in 
NY, they can put their birth month 

and year. 

Residency 
Information 
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Residency Information 
This must say NY for the student to be 
able to fill out the NYS TAP application 

later. 
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• Consent for Federal Tax Information retrieval is now required for FAFSA completion. 

• The student and all contributors must consent to Federal Tax Information Retrieval 

Consent for Federal Tax Information 
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• Animation for the importing of IRS data retrieval 

Consent for Federal Tax Information 
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• Results of the retrieval tool will be displayed 

Consent for Federal Tax Information 
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• FAFSA uses this information to 

determine eligibility, and dependency, 
and verify any contributors needed for 

this application. 

Personal Circumstances 

• After the application is completed 

FAFSA, or the institutions, may reach 
out to the student or contributors for 

more information. 
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• Students will need to select 

their marital status 

• Students will not have their 
bachelor’s degree when they 
begin. 

• Any high school senior 
should select first year 

(freshman), even if they 

have taken college courses 
and already have college 

credit. 

Personal 
Circumstances 
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• On this page students can 

select different special 
circumstances that may apply 

to them 

• They can select more than 

one. 

• Students may be asked to 

provide documentation to 

verify the personal 
circumstances they select. 

Personal 
Circumstances 
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• If the student is an 

unaccompanied minor or 
homeless they would 

designate that here. 

• If the student has a 

circumstance that wasn’t 
listed but prevents them 

from contacting their 
parents, they should indicate 

that here. 

Personal 
Circumstances 
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• Dependent Student 

• Independent Student 

• Provisionally Independent 

Student 

Dependency 
Status Results 
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Important Question 

• Students should 
answer no. 

• If they answer yes, they will bypass 
the rest of the application and only 
receive a Direct Unsubsidized Loan 
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• The questions are mostly for 

research purposes. 

• Some questions have a 
“prefer not to answer” 
option. 

Student 
Demographics 
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U.S. Citizenship & Eligible Noncitizens | 2025-2026 Federal 
Student Aid Handbook 

• Eligible non-citizens must enter their A-

Number (Alien Registration Number). 

• If the student is not a U.S. citizen or an 
eligible noncitizen, they are not eligible for 

federal student aid. 

• If a student has a Social Security number 
but isn’t a citizen or an eligible noncitizen, 
including if they’ve been granted DACA, they 
should still complete the form. 

• Check with the financial aid office at the 
student’s college or career school to see 
what kind of financial aid they may be 
eligible to receive. 

Student 
Demographics 

U.S. Citizenship & Eligible Noncitizens | 2025-2026 Federal 
Student Aid Handbook 

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch2-us-citizenship-eligible-noncitizens
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch2-us-citizenship-eligible-noncitizens
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch2-us-citizenship-eligible-noncitizens
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch2-us-citizenship-eligible-noncitizens
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch2-us-citizenship-eligible-noncitizens
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch2-us-citizenship-eligible-noncitizens
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch2-us-citizenship-eligible-noncitizens
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch2-us-citizenship-eligible-noncitizens


NYS FAFSA Ready Training – Introduction to FAFSA | 27 

• If the student's parent or 

guardian was killed in the line 
of duty under one of these 

conditions, their college or 

career school will evaluate 
their eligibility for additional 

Federal Pell Grant funding. 

• Public safety officers include 
law enforcement officers, 

firefighters, chaplains, or 

members of a rescue squad 
or ambulance crew. 

Student 
Demographics 
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• If the student selects a 

state-recognized high school 
equivalent, they will need to 

enter to type of certificate 

and the state it was acquired 
in. 

• Homeschooled students may 

self report or supply a 
certificate of completion if 

given by their state. 

Student 
Demographics 

School-Determined Requirements | 2025-2026 Federal 
Student Aid Handbook 

https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch1-school-determined-requirements
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch1-school-determined-requirements
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch1-school-determined-requirements
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch1-school-determined-requirements
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch1-school-determined-requirements
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/fsa-handbook/2025-2026/vol1/ch1-school-determined-requirements
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• If the student selects “High 
school diploma,” they must 
enter their high school on the 

next page. 

• They can use the search 

feature or enter their high 
school manually. The name of 

the high school must match 
what the NY State Education 

Department has on file. 

Student 
Demographics 
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• If a return was not 

found, information 
will need to be 

entered manually. 

Financials 
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• If a return was not 

found, information 
will need to be 

entered manually. 

• Every field must be 

filled in even if the 
value is “0” 

Financials 
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• Small businesses, 

farms, and fishing 
businesses are 

excluded 

• Foreign income must 

be reported as part of 
family AGI 

Financials 
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• Students can search for 

a college using the 
school's name or the 

federal school code. 

• Students can add up to 

20 colleges to their 
FAFSA. 

Selecting 
College 
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• They must select at 

least 1 NYS school for 
NYS HESC to receive 

their FAFSA information. 

Selecting 
College 



NYS FAFSA Ready Training – Introduction to FAFSA | 35 

• There is a new and improved 

contributor invite flow. 

Contributor 
Invite 
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• Students will only need to enter 

their contributor’s email. 

• A link is provided to help 
students determine their 

contributor(s) 

Contributor 
Invite 
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• Parents will receive an email with 

a code 

• The Invite Code will also be 
displayed for student reference. 

• Students can cancel the invite 

Contributor 
Invite 
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• Students will now have a 

chance to review the 
information they entered 

before continuing to the 

signature page. 

• Students will not be able to 
make changes to their 

application until after the 
FAFSA has been processed. 

• Contributor invite 

information has been added 
to this screen. 

Review the 
Application 
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The student will have 

completed their portion of 
the FAFSA once they’ve 
clicked the I agree box 

and signed. 

Student 
Signature 
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• The student portion is complete, but if the 

applicant is a dependent their contributors 
will need to complete their portion of the 

application before it is processed. 

• Each contributor needs their own 

StudentAid.gov account 

• Make sure to log out of the student’s account 

before clicking the contributor link. 

• Look for the link to the NYS TAP application 

on this page. 

Not Done Yet… 

https://StudentAid.gov
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Completing 
the FAFSA 
(Contributor Portion) 
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Contributor Documents: 

Student Social Security Card 

Record of Child Support Received 
Current Balances of Bank 

Accounts, and Investments 

Tax Returns 

$________ 
Available Balance 

XXX-XX-**** 

$________ 
Child Support Amount 
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• Each Contributor will 

receive this email 

• They must click “Log In” 
to begin the process. 

Contributor 
Email 
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• Each Contributor will 

receive this email 

• They must click “Log In” 
to begin the process. 

Contributor 
Application 
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• The Contributor should 

click accept to move 
forward 

• If they decline the 

student will not be 

eligible for Federal 
Student Aid. 

• What happens if a 

parent accidentally 
declines? 

Contributor 
Email 
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• The information from the 

parent’s studentaid.gov 
account will prepopulate 

Contributor 
Information 

https://studentaid.gov
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• All contributors need to 

consent for Federal Tax 
Information retrieval. 

Contributor 
Federal Tax 
Information 
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• HESC may use the FAFSA 

data to help verify the 
parent’s state of legal 
residence. 

• Date of residence is the 

date you moved here, or 
the birthdate if you’ve 

always been a resident. 

• Parent marital status 

should match what the 
student entered on their 

application when 

determining contributors. 

Contributor 
Demographic 
Information 
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• Any Federal Benefits during 2024-25 

should be stated here. Check all that 
apply. 

• Responses will not reduce financial aid 

• Family size includes anyone 

that resides in that home and 
get more than half of their 

financial support form the 

contributor. 

Contributor 
Financials 
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• This does not include the parent. 

• Student must be included 

Contributor 
Financials 
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• FAFSA uses all this 

information to determine 
financial aid. 

• Net business and/or 

investment farm value 

includes the market value 
of land, buildings, 

machinery, equipment, 
inventory, etc. 

Contributor 
Financials 
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• Parents can invite another 

contributor here if 
necessary 

Contributor 
Financials 
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• Contributors will 

now have a chance 
to review the 

information they 

entered before 
continuing to the 

signature page. 

Contributor Review Screen 
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The contributor will have 

completed their portion of the 
FAFSA once they’ve clicked the I 
agree box and signed. 

Contributor 
Signature 
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Once all student and 

contributor information 
and signatures have 

been submitted the 

FAFSA is complete. 

FAFSA 
Complete 
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Tracking 
FAFSA 
Status 
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• Students and contributors can 

make updates and corrections 

MY 
Dashboard 
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• Access status tracker 

• View contributor completion 

status 

MY 
Dashboard 
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• Make sure to sign and submit 

after each correction 

Finish 
Corrections 
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Low 
Income 
Indicator 
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• New feature only shown after the 

student’s FAFSA has been submitted 
and processed 

• Message will appear on the 

student’s FAFSA Summary Page 

• Data has always been available 
through the College Report Card 

Same Data 
New Look 

New Lower Earnings Indicator on the FAFSA® form | 
Knowledge Center 

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-12-03/new-lower-earnings-indicator-fafsar-form
https://fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/electronic-announcements/2025-12-03/new-lower-earnings-indicator-fafsar-form
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• The indicator will flag any 

college where high school 
graduates earn more 

• Does not impact eligibility or 

SAI 

Same Data 
New Look 
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Questions? 
hesc.ny.gov/FAFSAReady 

https://hesc.ny.gov/FAFSAReady
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Additional FSA Support 

1-800-4-FED-AID 
(1-800-433-3243) 

FSA Call CenterFSA Call Center 

FSA Call Center 

Interpreters 

StudentAid.gov/interpreter 

1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) 
Monday-Friday: 8 a.m.–10 p.m. 
Saturdays, 12 p.m. – 5 p.m. ET 
Sunday: Closed 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudentaid.gov%2Fapply-for-aid%2Ffafsa%2Ffilling-out%2Frequest-interpreter&data=05%7C02%7CJeffrey.Joseph%40hesc.ny.gov%7Cd9bebe3bb4e34ef81e5a08dd1b056a48%7Cf46cb8ea79004d108ceb80e8c1c81ee7%7C0%7C0%7C638696432347952428%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lvgDFpxTw%2FLs5%2BdfAOBWky6MkFOj6a9GCB%2BqHOuGiAo%3D&reserved=0
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Questions? Reach out: 

PreCollegeServices@hesc.ny.gov 

mailto:PreCollegeServices@hesc.ny.gov
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Thank You! 
hesc.ny.gov/FAFSAReady 

https://hesc.ny.gov/FAFSAReady
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