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NYS Tuition Assistance Program 
Application Help Sheet 
Follow these steps to fill out the NYS Tuition Assistance Program (TAP) application each year to 
apply for NYS financial aid, as TAP has different eligibility requirements than FAFSA. 

1 Determine if you are an independent or dependent student 
You are an independent student if at least one of the following is true: 

You are 35 or older as of June 30, 2025 

You are over 22 as of June 30, 2025, and none of the following apply to you: 

You reside in a house or building owned, rented or leased by your parents for more than six weeks 

You were claimed as a tax dependent by your parents 

You received more than $750 worth of gifts, aid, and support from your parents 

You are on active military duty or have been honorably discharged from the military 

You have a child or tax dependent 

You are under 22 and one of the following conditions apply to you: 

Both parents are incarcerated 

Both parents are deceased 

Both parents are totally and permanently disabled or declared incompetent by a court 

You've had an involuntary dissolution of family 

You were an orphan, ward of the court or in foster after the age of 13 

You are in a legal guardianship 

Students under 22 years old need one of these conditions to be considered independent even if they 
are self-sufficient. 

If none of the above apply to you, you are a dependent student and must provide parental information. 
Parents will not need a HESC account, but will need to sign the TAP application once it’s complete.   
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2 Students will need the following to complete the TAP application: 
A HESCPIN Account 

Social Security number 

Parents’ 2024 New York State tax returns, IF you are a dependent student 

2024 New York state tax returns, if applicable 
Top choice for a New York college 

3 Begin your TAP application 
Students can begin the TAP application by clicking the “state aid” link at the end of the FAFSA 

Students who do not see or miss the link can apply at hesc.ny.gov/nystap by clicking the “Apply for TAP” link   

4 Complete the application 
Select the correct academic year 

Input the correct information. Entering incorrect information or leaving answers blank can cause significant 
processing delays 

Dependent students must enter their parents’ current marital status. If your parent has remarried, you will 
need to enter your stepparent’s information 
Dependent students should enter parent name, Social Security number or TIN, and income as it appears on 
their 2024 NYS tax return 
Parents must sign the application for it to be processed 

5 Follow up 
HESC will send notifications if additional information is needed 

Requested documents can be uploaded at hesc.ny.gov/upload 
Check your HESC account often for updates 
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