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New York State Higher Education 
Services Corporation (HESC): 
We Help You Pay for College 
HESC offers many grant, scholarship, and loan forgiveness programs to help you pay for college. 
HESC also offers weekly events to help you better understand what financial aid resources are 
available to you. A complete list of HESC’s virtual events can be found at hesc.ny.gov/events 

TAP (Tuition Assistance Program) 
• Up to $5,665 per year for NYS residents at participating in-state colleges  

Income limits apply (up to $125,000 for dependent students)  
Available for full-time, part-time, and part-time non-degree study  
For more information: hesc.ny.gov/nystap 

• 

• 

• 

MAJOR FUNDING PROGRAMS: 

Excelsior Scholarship 
• Covers full SUNY or CUNY tuition for families earning up to $125,000  

Requires contiunous full-time enrollment, completion of 30 credits per year, and living/ 
working in NY after graduation  
For more information: hesc.ny.gov/excelsior 

• 

• 

NYS STEM Incentive Program 
• Covers cost of tuition at a SUNY or CUNY school 

Must graduate in the top 10% of your high school  
Requires working in a STEM field in New York State for five years after graduation  
For more information: hesc.ny.gov/stem 

• 

• 

• 
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Enhanced Tuition Award (ETA) 
• Up to $6,000 for students attending participating private NY colleges  

For families earning up to $125,000  
Requires continuous full-time study, 30 credits per year, and you must live 
and work in NY for as long as you received the scholarship 
For more information: hesc.ny.gov/eta 

• 

• 

• 

MAJOR FUNDING PROGRAMS CONTINUED: 

HESC provides personalized support, along with virtual events to help you explore options, complete your 
applications, and stay on track toward graduation.   

For a complete list of grants and scholarships, visit hesc.ny.gov/findaid 

A complete list of HESC’s virtual events can be found at hesc.ny.gov/gethelp 

How to Apply 

Filing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) is an important step in maximizing the amount 
of financial aid a student can receive. It enables students to apply for all federal grant programs and assists 
colleges and universities in determining their award packages. 

1. File the FAFSA, at Studentaid.gov, to determine your eligibility for aid. 

2. Visit hesc.ny.gov to complete NYS financial aid applications (such as TAP, Excelsior, and ETA). 

New York State is committed to ensuring all students can access the financial aid they are eligible for. Learn 
about the available financial aid pathways to determine which option is right for you. Eligilbe non-citizens may 
apply for New York State financial aid through the NYS DREAM Act, found at hesc.ny.gov/dream, which provides 
a pathway to access many New York State programs. You may also qualify for several NYS aid programs through 
the Alternate Pathway, found at hesc.ny.gov/altpath, if a FAFSA contributor in your family is a non-citizen. 
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