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Follow Up1
Mailed or submitted your application fee.

Obtained transcripts from any college where 
you have taken courses outside of high school.

Submitted your additional essay as required.

Asked your school counselor to send your 
official transcript to the college.

Asked references for letters of recommendation.

Requested official test scores if required – 
SAT, ACT, AP, IB or TOEFL.

I’VE APPLIED,
WHAT’S NEXT?

Congratulations!
You're now on the path to college! 

This is what you can expect next.

Apply for Financial Aid

34

You’ll need to complete the Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which is the key to 
unlocking grants, scholarships, federal loans, work 
study and more! This should be done as soon as 
possible after it becomes available at  
studentaid.gov.
HESC offers several virtual events that will help 
guide you through the FAFSA process and share 
the types of federal and New York State financial 
aid available to you. Add this sentence: Find out 
more at hesc.ny.gov/events.

Apply for Financial Aid2
Graduation seems far away, but take time to 
thank those who have helped you on your path 
to college…counselors, recommenders, mentors, 
coaches, or anyone else who has inspired you to 
go to college.

While You're Waiting5

You should begin to receive acceptance letters 
and financial aid awards by April.

When You Will Hear Back3

Be sure you know all your college deadlines so 
you don’t miss any important decisions that may 
impact you later.
Financial Aid (Varies among colleges).
Acceptance (Usually by May 1st).
Residence Choices (Varies among colleges).

Know Your Deadlines4


