Explore Other Pathways to
New York State Financial Aid

New York State offers multiple pathways to access state-funded financial aid without completing the FAFSA.
Both the NYS DREAM Act and the Alternate Eligibility Pathway provide similar financial aid opportunities,
though each has unique eligibility criteria. Here’s what you need to know about both options:

The NYS DREAM Act Pathway Who is Eligible?
The DREAM Act gives students who received their high You may be eligible if you meet the following
school degree or GED in New York State and students citizenship and educational criteria:

receiving in-state tuition, including undocumented
students, access to New York State administered student
financial aid to support their higher education costs. T Visa holder

What is the DREAM Act? U Visa holder

Temporary Protected Status (TPS)
The Senator José Peralta DREAM Act is not a financial DACA recipient
aid application itself—it's a pathway that allows certain P

students to apply for New York State financial aid. Pending lawful immigration status
Once approved through the DREAM Act, you may be US Citizens and Permanent residents whose
eligible to apply for programs such as: permanent home is outside of NYS

Tuition Assistance Program (TAP)

Excelsior Scholarship Graduated from a New York State high school

Enhanced Tuition Award after attending for at least two years

Received a NYS high school equivalency diploma

Were charged in-state tuition at a SUNY or CUNY
campus for reasons other than residency

STEM Incentive Program

And more

Where to Apply: When to Apply:

Apply at: hesc.ny.gov/DREAM This application is open year-round since it
is not a traditional financial aid application

Need help?

Join one of our upcoming Support Sessions to get your questions answered. These live, virtual sessions—
hosted by HESC experts—will walk you through the application process, clarify eligibility criteria, and provide
personalized guidance.

Find and register for a session here: www.hesc.ny.gov/get-help/find-event
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https://www.hesc.ny.gov/applying-aid/nys-dream-act
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/get-help/find-event
https://www.hesc.ny.gov/

The Alternate

What Is the Alternate Pathway?

New York State understands that some students—
particularly those with family members who have
different immigration statuses—may have concerns

about sharing personal information through the FAFSA.

To ensure equity and privacy, we've created an
alternate pathway that allows eligible students to apply
for state financial aid without submitting a FAFSA. This
option offers a secure and accessible process that
protects personal data while connecting students with
the support they need.

Where to Apply:

Apply at: hesc.ny.gov/altpath

Eligibility Pathway

Who is Eligible?
You may qualify for the Alternate Pathway if:

You are a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen

You are a NYS resident

You have at least one parent or spouse who is not
a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen

When to Apply:

This application is available year-round

Need help?

Attend one of our Support Sessions for personalized help. Our knowledgeable staff will guide you through
the application process, answer your questions, and ensure you understand your financial aid options.

Find and register for a session here: www.hesc.ny.gov/get-help/find-event

Important Note:

Students approved for aid through the Alternate Pathway are not eligible for the Excelsior Scholarship or the

Enhanced Tuition Award.

However, you're free to change your mind. If you begin receiving TAP through the Alternate Pathway and later
decide to apply for federal aid, you can complete the FAFSA at any time. You won'’t need to reapply for TAP.
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