
Every student who plans to attend post-secondary 
education of any kind (college, community college, 
technical or trade school, certificate program, etc.) 
should complete a FAFSA. The FAFSA must be filed 
EACH YEAR the student attends school. 

Who fills out the FAFSA? 

Which Parent Contributes to My FAFSA Form? 

Are you parents 
married to each other? 

Report the information for both 
parents on the FAFSA® form 

Note: Dependent students are required to 
report parent information when competing 

the FAFSA® form. A parent means your legal 
(biological, or adoptive) parent, or a person 

that the state has determined to be your legal 
parent. A stepparent is considered a parent if 
married to a biological or adoptive arent and if 

the student counts in their household size. 

Report the information for both 
parents on the FAFSA® form even 

if they were never married, are 
divorced, or are seperated 

Report 
information for 
the parent you 
lived with more 
on the FAFSA® 

form. 

Report information 
for the parent you 
lived with more on 
the FAFSA® form. 

Report information for the 
parent provided more 

financial support over the 
past 12 months or in the last 
year you received support 
on the on the FAFSA® form. 

Report information for the 
parent provided more 

financial support over the 
past 12 months or in the last 
year you received support 
on the on the FAFSA® form. 

Do you parents live together? Did you live with one parent more than 
the other over the past 12 months? 

Has this parent remarried? 

For dependent students, parents have their own sections to complete and are called contributors. 
A “contributor” is anyone who has to include personal and financial information on the FAFSA. Each 
contributor will have to create their own StudentAid.gov account and give consent to share their tax 
information on the form. For more information, see the “who is a contributor” section at FAFSA.gov. 

To qualify as an independent student, the student must be 24 years of age or older, married, have a dependent of their 
own, have been in foster care or a ward of the court after turning 13, be or have been an emancipated minor, or recently 
been homeless or at risk of homelessness. For more information, visit FSA’s Dependency Status page. 

Parent Information 
on the FAFSA 

Learn more at: hesc.ny.gov/FAFSAReady 
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